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head of the class

EDUCATOR AUTUMM ADKINS SCHOOLS SOME OF THE YOUMGEST, BEST AND
BERIGHTEST MINDS

eing the best at whatever she
B aspired to be was ingrained in

Autumn Adking by her parents at
& VETY young age,

"My mom's favorite line was, 'l don't
care if you are a ditch digger, but you
better be the best ditch digger vou
can be," says Adkins, the first African-
Armerican and first female president of
Girard Cellege, a private boarding school
for students in grades one through
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12, in FPhiladelphia. And while she
didn't become a ditch digger, she most
certainly is the best at what she does.

Adkins, now 36, has been in education
for just 15 years but has built an
incredibly impressive resume.

The new Girard president, who earned
a bachelor's from the University of
Virginia and a master's from Columbia
University Teachers College, has held
prominent positions at some of the

nation’s most prestigious private
schoeols, including Mercersburg
Academy and Friends Seminary,
which have produced Olympians
and Pulitzer Prize winners, to
name a few,

And she has alsc had other
unprecedented  carser moves.
As the first woman and African-
American dean at D.C's famed
Sidwell Friends School [which
First Daughters Sasha and Malia
attend), she says, I learned how
to navigate and manage some of
the expectations that people had
of me becausse of that, and 1 was
able to take theose lessons with
me to Girard College”

“Often people have tried to
dismiss me because of my age or
they've tried to use that against
me, That's been really hard for

¢ Often people
have tried to
dismiss me
because of my
age or they’ve
tried to use that

against me. »

me because ['ve worked wvery
hard, had a number of amazing
experiences and made incredible
personal sacrifice for my career.”

Her accomplishments are an
affirmation of the work that she's
put in, but the Richmond, Va.,
native isn't all work and no play.
When not at school, you can find
her on the gelf course with her
dad or with her book club,

"Wy wish for black America is
that we as a race and as a people
truly learn the importance of
and live a life where reading
15 fundamental. Because once
you learn to read and learn to
enjoy reading, the whole world
is literally at vyour fngertips”
concludes Adkins.

—Jennifer Ogunsola
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